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1 cannot be 3 bo vote the present 
SY Reading * to the consideration of. the 


story of our Savior's miraculously feeding five 


thousand persons 9 ave barley loaves and two 
small fishes, a Fed in = 0 K of 


"x 


Jesus having e ed {6s de EN in the 
former chapter) iin healing the sick, and in 


teaching the people, after these things went over the 
sea of Galilee. And a great multitude followed bim, 
because they saw the miracles which be did on them 
bat were diseased. The multitude i those; days 


y did 525 5 


were much like the ' multitude” now ; © 


follow Christ on account bf the as 
they got from him, or the. exce 
his character, hut because the) y,su the .mifacles which 


lenee they saw in 


he did on them that 1 Were e Their astonish- 


ment was excited, and their natural feelings also 
were called forth by the 
Was the manner of Our Savior, when he had: thus 
gained their attention, to turn his beneficence to 
their bodies to the her efit.of their souls, pr. 


e acts of mercy; and it 


preach- 
ingeto the trowds hom his miracles Had Collected. 
Let it therefore be here remarked by the way, that 


the best mode of shewing charity to the poor is that 


of which our Savior has set thè example; I mean 


dhe uniting: charitable: help and religious instruction 


both together, for many a oe may take from the 


same hand which has given him bread, :a bible, or 
some religious book which may prove a far greater 
8 benefit than all the Maney; which he! may. have re- 
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| e which then prevailed, - 
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| ceived: hoods to which apes are annexed, are 
. to be praised on account of their uniting these two 
principles: the sick man goes thither indeed seek- 


ing only to be cured of his bodily disorder, just like 


the sick eople who applied to Christ: yet by at- 


tending the chapel he may also obtain, like some 
of them, an everlasting benefit to his soul. Such 
hospitals ought to be very liberally-subscribed to 


by Christians, for it is plain they are founded 1 in the 
true spirit of Christianity. 


But to proceed with our present story: WW, ben 


8 Jan then. lifted up bis eyes, and saw a great com- 


pany come unto bim, be saith unto Philip, whence 


Sell we buy bread that these may eat? And this be 
said to prove bim, for be bimself knew what be would _ 
do. Philip had seen Christ heal the sick, and do 


numberless miracles; this question is therefore 


; put to him with the view of proving whether he had 


thereby. learnt to believe fully-in Christ and whe- - 


ther he thought that the same Jesus, who had re- 


stored the sick could feed the hungry also. It 


often pleases God to prove us, in order in like man- 


ner to exercise our faith. Our national trials ought 


do be considered as sent to us principally for this 


end. We have not indeed, like Philip, beheld any. 
actual miracles in these days, and Jet methinks 


we have already witnessed many wonderful inter- 


ferences of Providence in behalf of our nation. In 


the year 1780, when London seemed likely to be 


destroyed through the riots which prevailed, 
it pleased God to stop that tremendous evil, 


and to lengthen out the prosperity of this nation.” 

Not long since our King was restored to us, almost 

by a miracle. Many dangers of invasion or insur- 

.rection which lately were . to threaten: Us, 
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dence, in time- past, and to trust the.same power in 


the time to come; for surely He who, -has done al- 
ready So MANY. great things for us, is able by one 
meahs or other, to multiply bread to us also. We 


gught all indeed to consider the present scarcity as 


ai call to repentance, and a punishment of our mani- 


fold sins; and Vet if, like Philip, we are true Dis- 


ciples, we may look upon it also as a trial of our 
faith, and as an event that is sent to prove us, by 


Which it may even please God, i in one way or other, 


tor do us good. for be himself already knows.what be © - 
= 6: eps dow-Philip,answered bim, To, buudred.pendy- 
. vol Hf \ bread is not - Syaffecrent - that. every one may 
latte a little. A penny in those days was equal to 
About eight: pence of our money, and was the com · 


mon days wages of a laboring man; money being 


jladeeg much more valuable then than it is now.. 


'Two hundred pence. was therefore equal to about 


money Which could be ; 


Seven of our pounds sterling; which was a far 
greater sum than Christ and all his Apostles could 
have raised among them, as appears. from Philip's 

mode of, pas beg, of it. Since therefore all the 

3 ot together from the whole 

Basty of, Disciples would not be.-sufficient: to buy s 

Mhien hat guey one of the multitude, might take a 

Toh ared desperate to Philip, who 

- . dots not seem at this, moment to have been suffici: 

Ently aware of oY wonderful power of Christ. One 5 

5 Wsceples Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith. 

But bim, there - 45 tad here which, bath five. barley 2 
aaresaug 5 Hebes, but upal are they among - 
dg mam; Aud Jesus said, Make: the men Sit dun. 

Mike er IO. gan, in the BH. ä So the men | 
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WY 5at looks, in ad about five ese e 
ever straits we may be in, our duty is eee EE; 


as we are bid in the Scriptures;2gnd then to leave. 


_ the event to Almighty power / and wigdom, -! AN 
Christ's command the men sat down, though . 
did not at all see how they could be fed. 1 ust so 


let us be anxious only to-know what it becomes us = 


to do in our present cireamstances,'casting-all our 


. cares on Him whois able to provide for us. > 


rs the loaves, una xoben be bad given banks 
distributed to bis Di$viples: © What! did he give 


tbauhs also d and for this little pittance ? Let it be 


further remarked.. that these thanks were given fon 


harley loaves, to which were added indeed a fewaf 
the smallest fishes, which lare generally of the 

worst and most common sort. Ah! how many rich 
5 6 Ay are there who, in this irreligious age, have 
| left off this christian eustom af giving thanks, even 
| bates they sit down to the: most abundant meals! 
And I must say equally te the poor; how: 3 ; 


you are there who neglect grace he fore your meat; 


and how many of you are there like vüse, WI af 


the same barley bread was presented to you Which | 


was offered te the Savior oß the world, instead of 
giving thanks as he did, would be ready xather:.to - 
complain; not chusing, even in à time of Scarcity, bp 
to eat any bread-that"is not, wheaten . So little dwos 
many both of theerich and poor :degervecthat chris 
tian name to which all nevertheless lay claim, an 5 | 
80 little do any of us possess of that patient ue: 
humble, and thankful spirit. whick--distinguighed 
Christ and his Aposties We read that Jesus then 
y «3s proceeded to distribuie the lame fd 1b Dise , 
vnd ibe Disciples to themuthat were aut dawn; , 
n of the 39225 os much: e . Sl 
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: | But we may learn 


. Gaar the Dizcdples gave out the bread; our 
Savior, hy a very extraordinary miracle, caused it 
continually to ingrease as it passed through Rei 
Hands, so that the whole multitude was suffclentiyp 
fed by it. What anastonishing miracle was this 
Mets were five thousand people, many of them 5 
helpless womem and children, who sat down hungr | 
and faint, without amy praspect of getting nourish- | 
ment; and who rose up having been fed they 
new not how; $0 as to be restored to their strength . 
_ andtothave their Hunger fully satisfied:.—But what 
_are we to learn by this: miracle? Why is it record- 
ed, as in fact it is, in all the four Evangelists? We 
may learn from it in the: first place the greatness of | 
; ome of Ubrist. It is another proof added to 
A that went before, of his being indeed the Son of 
_ Gud. He :al-manner. of: miracles, ibe blind 
received their sig bi, the lame walked, the lepers were 
©. cleaned at his command, and even the winds and tbe 
_ Seas obeyed Him. He cast out devils by his word, 5 
_ the very angels of God also are said to worsbip bim. 
© By Him indeed Bod made the world. No wonder 
then that the whole kingdom of nature is subject 
to him: the Kingdom of providence is placed in his 
bande also and it is He who is made bead of the 
dom of grace; for - the. government 4s on bis 
 vdowldebsr all power'is given bim bath in haaven and 
_ eartd. k is in him to save, and it is in him. to destroy. 
rom this miracle in the next 
in what [manner-it'is that Christ is wont to 


13 dein his power. It is said in another part of 


re, that when Obrist sau the multitudes who 
td. dam be had-compussion on them, and that be 


would £4 dune den ben. E les! thy aboudg.. 
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e Yah some of the e friends or con: : 
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_ that came after him. 5 
A. cage not unlike this ollen h happens now.. Wh hey. | 
= man begins to be very conscientiou x strict, and 
truly religious, resolving hencefor h to follow 
Christ, his worldly friends are Apt to think him 
rash'and imprudent in not keeping so closely to his 
wy interést as he did before: they see Him be- 
"gl to Sacrifice or hazard many. a thing for Christ's 
sake, just as this -croud hazarded their dinner, and 
titese unbelieving peopl e therefore a ready to 
_ rebiik@'the religious man and Say, Why "will you - 
Ventur 'E So much (0) religion! "Why don t. you mind; = 
the main chance Why are you such a fool as to 
5 . a =_ 10 5 A a and Fa will 


Ik 3 lg 25 on pro- ö 
tector who'might be of use to you or yo᷑ Aufl 1 
if you Would f Fg dW him instead of following” Christ 
Aid. your religion. b will: ruin yourself at this 
rate; you will not have brend-to eat; os wilb cer- 


iultitade's ight haye.an ! peter” | | 

U an > leave all for Christ, and l — . 
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"Fe naueeotions, or habits, and manner of life, for I will 
a: ttust in God, who will not sufler me to sink while 
* Lam engaged in his service“ In truth the losses 
7 and inconveniencies which threaten a man on his 
> becoming religious, ar- in general apparent onlỹß 
8 and not, real: they are often a mere phantom which 
t VVanishes when he makes the experiment of being 
» really religious; or rather they are a temptation by 
wh which it pleases God, to try his sincerity, for it iss 
. maxim in the school of Christ that he; that Saveth 


his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life (that 
is, he who is willing to give up all that is dear to him) 
shall save it, he shall have manifold more in tbe 
present world, and in the world to come life ever: 
lasting; he shall be as secure, in short, while he is 

- following. Christ as this multitude was, hewever 
3 unbelieving friends might tremble for them. 
You then, who in this time of scaxcity are poor 
Idistressed, and are trembling for your daily bread, © 
N learn if you are the faithful followers gf Jesus to put 
= whole trust and; confidence.,in him. Canngt - 

e who chose to work a miracle for this multitude, 8 
father than let the .feeblest of them faint in their 
bodies, on account. of their, having left home ſor his 
9 5 sake, provide bread for his followers in this age also? g 
- This. is.ene. of the great lessons taught us by this 
Story, We all profess to trust Christ With our souls. 
I.lhis storyiis to teach us to trust him vith our bodies 
also, and to . nr that anxiqus gare Which poor 
people especially axe apt to feel concerning the 
morrew. If thou art serving God in the way of a 
_ Giligent-and: honest calling and haxt an overlating 
bhbape in Christ, fear not as f thy, werldl Ly. matters. - 
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enen vil not 0 anxious, 28 a they men of this world 
"How. to have any great portion in this life : like the - 
Apostie Paul, * having food and raĩment therewith 
be will be content.” People suffer in general from 
their vanity or false shame, or at the worst from 
their dread of future want, much more than from 
their aetual want: he whose thoughts are raised 
abbve earthly things, and who puts histefleerfuf trust 
in God has therefore a wonderful advantage over 
ürreligious men when there comes a sen of dis- 
kress. If times are hard he strives it is true to be 
more diligent in his calling, but having thus done 
his duty, Ho trusts to him Who provideth the young 
' Tavens With food, and clothes the lilies of the field, 
and whose providence orders all things for him, and 
in this sense therefore he takes no thought for the 
morrow, leaving the morrow to take thought for the 
things of itself, + sufficient unto! The: mm is the 
tere, 8 

2 n thus etronghy” of the: FER of _ 


tpusting in 
not be carried too far while we neglect no part of 
that dili gence which belongs to us, Jet me now remark 
2 further eireumstance which is mentioned towards 


| bitude were filled, Christ aid 1 bis Diseiples, Gather 
ut be fragments that remain that nothing be lost. 
What a striking lessori of Scoοmn does our - 
_ Savior give us By this'precept. t. © Gather up „ 
be) the fragments that remain,” that is, the crumbs 


in bur temporal matters; Which can- 


the end ef this story. We reèad that when the mul - 


and broken pieces Which the multitude have left. . 


de should have been in danger of reply ing to him * Fx 
some ot ae Babe a "Bite wh | 3 5 


Now If Christ had: Said this to some of us, 1 fear Dj 


Ar 17 ahold 1 we 1 1 trifles?* PO, . 
ot. cqusist- in descending to such matters as these; 
and what a mean thing will, it seem to go. about 2 
gathering the soraps which are scattered all over - 
the mountain, for as to the fish there can be very - 
ittle of that left; there can only be a little barley 
bread remaining, which we may as well leave fox the 
nent pęor person that passes. or for the fowls/of the - 
air to feast. upon. And moreover, it is unnecessary 
. to. go after it now for the people have done their 
de aro. calling for any more bread, for. : 
all are filled.” Thus, in short, some of us would - 
have obj ected: that it was too troublesome t to gather 
up. the gmmbs; some that it was, too; mean, and 
 othars, no doubt athaf inge there were no common 
ls just then at-hand, there would de nobody 8 
| _ to eat them when they were gathered. /. + ii; pig. 
| Our Savior however judged otherwise, and Tthink 4 
| it can-hardlyhe doubted that both he and his Apogtles | 
lire d for manꝝ days after. onithe twelvehaskets of be 
' fragments of ;the five barley: loaves. which are said to 
Have remained over and above to them that bad ons.” 
That 80 much; as twelve baskets should be Ber 
with them, was undoubtedly. a part of the same mit: 
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male enen been already ne of: methinks, 
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wr We nicps it Wendet bat pas a 

_ eiibtam of giving avs)" oa meat to favdrite cats and dogs 

or good pread to poultry, which is a wrt. of waste always 

Wrong and s y. but e 80 at th ae present period; 

Ky this is often done for the sake of the momentary * 
oo which the master feels in seeing the animal eat, rather than 
3 | for che e eee like the fowls of the air 


F abgye, ive.,equally. upon inferjo! 
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te? and afford perhaps an frm fp S. 
vin bn to ervants,: which! reer Us es 
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[ . inner: 1. f. Wah Ive here NET that if Aer sone 
of our modern Patte all the fragments that remains 
. 8 - Yore to be gathered up and set before us; the quan- 
|. tity in like manner would: exceed all imagination, to 
| Tnomuch'that it might s seem perhaps Uke another 
miracle 1 £3 
But if all tas and Aixnrions waste is forbid OY 
- generally bye our Savior, how much more criminal 
must it be in the present season. Let us all then - 5 
consider well this lesson, and let all ranks among 
us, rich and poor, masters and servants, vie witli 
each other in trying to 8 the present scareity, 5 
each of us also condesc to gather up the frag: 
ments that remain that nothing be lost; à bal season 
ma thus be made à lasting benefit to us; by putting 
us upon new habits of ape dee and Seen, 8 
| and this visitation of which we have been so much 
afraid may be turned into a blessing to the whole | 
land Iden Thos men when they bad Seen the mirucle 
"that Jesus did; said, Ibis ig , "truth that prophet _ 
that $howld come'intothe wortd! *Fhe miracle TRE: 
the whole multitude, and ud they Were all at that 
dime expecting the appearance of a great prophet, 
they eoneluded that tis must be the persgn e IE 
| would it be if we; whenever Providene&eitherafflitts 
or delivers as, would in like manner acknowledge 
e Diyine hand: and would sayunder all his varieus 
| 5 1 towards us, as we have equal reason t. e 
this is 1 the Aispensati on of that e PSTN. 
| 25 ORE. Ones ME, world. 99 5 X Any £95 | e 
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10 e krst, e met 5 emed att more | 
- «trongly than 1 have yet del in praise gf modem 
tion. "hohold then the Son of Man, the Savior of _ 
the world; making a royal feast. Five thousand 
persons are his guests; but the turf i is his table. 
Himself and his Disciples are the waiting servants; 
the drink no doubt is wateb from the nearest spring. 
and the food is barley bread ànd' a few small fisbhes; 
and when the dinner is over, the Disei ples are com- 5 | 
manded by the Governor of the feast, to 1 5 25 
up the fragments which remain that nothing be lost. 
Fe great and gay who roll in affluence, and ho 
think to exalt yourselyes by your pomp, and luxury, 
and profusion come then and contemplate this story. 
How dess it put to shame your shining cupboards = 
and splendid feasts! How forcibly does this example 
preach to you the dignity of moderation! I mean 
not indeed to ensure that hospitality which 1 is only 
suited tô men's rank, or to blame any other expence . 
that is requisite to persons in higher circumstances, 
though I will make this remark, that most people 
5 are apt to ovyer-rate their own rank, aud that true 
cftristian simplieity consists not in falling short 
5 merely of those few persons who are notorious, and _ 
perhaps even ridiculoùs for their pomp and extra- 
vagance, but that it consists in condeacending oven 
to keep / a little be 
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fuse men in the land. may; possibly, for a week 


LE or two, by way either of policy, or variety, or fashion. 


or, whim, become as careful in gathering up the 
- fragments of bread at their tables, as the very Dis- 
© ciples of Christ. But if they would be. Christians, 
let them imitate the whole character of Christ. 
We read in holy writ, that thdre was a time (the 
period seems indeed to have been a very short one) 
When it was the fashion for great crouds of people. 


of all ranks and degrees, to go after John the Bab- 


ist, in the wilderness, for all.the land af Judea, and 
they of Jerusalem. and all. the eee Jordan. went 
Jortb to be baplined, confessing their sing. Even the 

rulers and chief priests- were seen in company with 
- the, multitude attending on the poor prophet; and 
all the Pharisees, withetheir long robes, were ga: 
e around the man ub namment das camel's 


Geir, and aube had-artentborn; girdle about his loins. 


and vον,% hl wig dacusts.and; mild honey for re · 
aneRοαͥ Effe Jaghion at that gen; just as 


obs is ial the: rage at prebents: Bud when ohn 
ae the Pha rise: and Sadducees gaming ta be bup- 


| Lined of him, Reronliy rehuked 


them sd much the 
more Sbauplin Fabb50;rhethiibs; You; he gebuke 


85 dome pf hesse Innensistent her f the. Present 


otfobos iI fear there magie )oWiioowate in 


A ected tenderness to the poor, theyiafecsaying:s - 


_ few bits of break with? thei onerhandeiatecthroviing = 
_ det wre ee 7 
Shipatibſt) and cur. ni | Lora earthen 5 
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Renounce your pride, give no: fbOꝗ eb your-vanity; 


short, of the whole of your past life, and betake 


yourdelves to the mercies ef eure Sapler? , 
But let us direct our rebuke in the next. place to Dh 


some individuals in a lower elass of society! Many 


burthened; throu gh'the late increase in the charges 


Hels eile Aeg character 0 . 3 


and dismiss our luxuvies altegsthef : Provide 
yourgelves'with eee your future cha- e 
They, dy the reduction in your whole establishment. 
which yu may now make Confess also! your sins. 
Let prayer be added to your fasting. Repent, in 


there iare of the middling rank of people, Who, | 
having set out in life too'expensively;/are-now'ss. 


of living, that there are altnost as great abjetts: of . | 
| pity among this class as among the lowest. These 


men have laid the foundation of their present diffic 


culties and temptations! (for difficulties like theirs » 
are sure tobe attended with temptations) by setting 
out on a false principle, I mean particitharly the 
principle of rivaling and imitating” others: Todes 
as: others do, and tôtspend What others spend is the 
_ wretched rule Weener they have proceeded. a rulse 
Jrincipies of a Chrigtiar _ -- 
to renounce. Be not conformed to this world. _ 
Love not tbe world, nor the 8 of the world. 
any man will come after me, let him deny-bimself, and 
end. follow nie. ——These'are/precepts _ 
which such persons, perhaps, may now see to be 
not only not harsh; as they may once have thought; LD 
but friendly even to their worldly: interests, unc 
altogether kind and charitable. Ah! let them _ 35 
quit that example of the men of the world, hen . 


which it is one of the first 


take up bis os 
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